AMATEUR RADIO BENEFITS TO THE COMMUNITY
Amateur Radio in emergencies

When natural disasters and community emergencies arise, amateur radio is often used as a means of emergency communication when landline phone, mobile phones and other conventional means of communications fail. 

Amateur radio is not dependent on centralised infrastructure that can deteriorate, fail or be overloaded.

Radio Amateurs can provide a valuable resource to emergency services and aid organisations in times of need, either by providing skilled extra manpower required to cope with extended operations at emergency communications centres, or by deploying their own facilities in the field.

Radio Amateurs can quickly use exisiting amateur radio netowrks or establish temporary networks tying disparate agencies together to enhance interoperability.

In NSW, WICEN Emergency Communications (www.nsw.wicen.org.au/), comprising radio amateur volunteers, operates as a specialist support squad under the NSW State Disaster Plan (DISPLAN). WICEN members receive training in field and radio room operations. WICEN also provides safety communications for a number of community events throughout the year. Members of WICEN are trained and nationally accredited through VRA Training.

In addition, radio amateurs work as volunteers in RECOM – the Red Cross Emergency Communications unit (www.wia.org.au/members/emcom/recom/), which has developed a secure communications system that can be deployed during emergencies and disasters. Members of RECOM are trained and nationally accredited through Trainsafe Australia.

NSW radio amateurs have a long history, over many decades, of providing communications during disasters, ranging from the devastating 1956 floods, through many bushfire events and offshore yachting emergencies. WICEN played a key support role, for example, in the disastrous fires that swept NSW in 1994, which swept down the Central Coast and reached the suburbs of Sydney. 

Fortunately, large-scale disasters and few and far between, but the amateur radio community is able to step up to the mark when needed.

Amateur radio in developing a career path

Many radio amateurs have extended or leveraged their interest in amateur radio into careers in engineering, IT, radio communications, science and telecommunications.

Radio amateurs are employed in highly skilled jobs across many industries, including mining, manufacturing, transport, government services, retailing and education. Gaining their amateur radio licence taught them about “learning to learn”.

Dick Smith’s boyhood interest in amateur radio led him to build his iconic electronics retailing empire.
